Youth Astronomy Club gets two telescopes donated.
By: Wouter van Reeven

On May 15, 2006, William Optics donated two telescopes to the JWG, the Youth Astronomy Club of the Netherlands. This donation was organized by the Dutch telescope store Polaris, located in Utrecht. This is a short description of why and how this donation came to be and what this donation means to the members of the JWG.

What happened first
The JWG is an astronomy club. Unfortunately, astronomy as a hobby is quite expensive and the JWG is not a very rich club. Two members of the JWG, who also are in charge of organizing an astronomy holiday for JWG members, thus got the idea of contacting telescope manufacturers and stores for sponsoring of our club actually it were the girlfriends of the two said members who got the idea but the two members will deny this when asked).

One of the members, called Jeffrey Bout, wrote an email to the telescope store Polaris in Utrecht. Polaris is run by amateur astronomer Fred Hissink, well known for his excellent drawings of astronomical objects, and Jeffrey had met Fred previously. Luckily for the JWG, Fred's response was very enthousiastic. "Please come over to Polaris on May 15, 2006." On that day, the JWG president Emma Versteegh, the JWG treasurer Yvo Boogers and the other of the two members, Wouter van Reeven, went over to Polaris.

The donation

At Polaris they met Daniel and Kris, both William Optics employees. Daniel speeched about the importance for astronomy and William Optics of astronomy clubs like the JWG. Clubs like the JWG have young people for their members and it is very important to make them enthusiastic for astronomy and keep them that way. For young people a hobby is very important and if these young people stay interested in their hobbies they often stay interested for the rest of their lives.

Daniel continued by stating that William Optics would donate two telescopes to the JWG. Two telescopes! I wouldn't believe it myself hadn't I been present. Both telescopes are ZenithStar 66 ED telescopes and one is green which makes it a collectors item.
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Yvo, Wouter and Emma (from left to right) inspect the telescops. to the left is Daniel and to his right is Kris.
To this very generous donation there only was one condition: both telescopes will have to be available to all members of our club. Well, of course we promised that they will be. Apart from these telescopes the JWG also received a voucher worth €50 (about $40) donated to our club by an independent telescope seller called the Ecliptica Foundation. We will use this voucher to purchase eye pieces and other accessories for the telescopes.
On behalf of the JWG, thank you very very much William Optics for the telescopes and Ecliptica for the voucher!

What use is all of this to the JWG?

Well, to observe of course! Both telescopes have 66 mm lenses. They are beautiful, special and transportable telescopes and every JWG member can use them to see the wonders of the night sky. The lenses in the telescopes are constructed in such a way, that the telescopes give a very wide and sharp view of the sky. This makes them extremely useful to observe large areas in the sky.

Apart from that, the telescopes also can stand a high magnification of over 100x. This renders them useful for studying planets like Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. This will keep every observer satisfied. Their small sizes also mean they are perfect telescopes for learning to observe.

Visiting all summer camps

This summer, the JWG will organize three summer camps. One camp is for children aged 6 to 12, one camp is for children aged 12 to 18 and one camp will take young people aged 16 and older to the dark skies of the South of France. The first two camps will be in July while the third camp will be in august. This means that the first two camps both can use one telescope while the third camp can use them both.
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All attendees of the Donation Day in front of the Polaris telescope store. Just left of the middle, behind the telescopes, is the owner of the store Fred Hissink. To his right is Daniel and continuing right are Peter Pulles (Ecliptica Foundation), Emma, Kris, Yvo and Wouter. To the left of Fred are Jeroen (of the Ganymedes telescope store) and Erik (also Polaris).
